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Introduction  
 

Congratulations on your decision to obtain an Arapawa goat, 

a unique, critically endangered animal that is part of 

 ÖÛÌÈÙÖÈɤ-ÌÞɯ 9ÌÈÓÈÕËɀÚɯmodern heritage. Sadly, 

considered an introduced breed that threatens their  natural 

habitat, the future of feral Arapawa goats is bleak. To prevent 

ÛÏÌÐÙɯÌßÛÐÕÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ-9ɀÚɯ ÙÈ×ÈÞÈɯ&ÖÈÛɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ

(NZAGA) are breeding the Arapawa goats in domestication.  

 

In New Zealand, you are allowed to keep a goat in 

domestication providing it has an ear tag or collar to indicate 

ÐÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÍÌÙÈÓȭɯ(ÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÊÖÕÍÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÛà and 

ÉÌɯÊÈÙÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËɯÖÜÛÓÐÕÌËɯÐÕɯ-ÌÞɯ9ÌÈÓÈÕËɀÚɯCode 

of Welfare for goats . 

 

-ÌÞɯ9ÌÈÓÈÕËɀÚɯCode of Welfare for goats  sets out your legal 

obligations in looking  after goats. The code can be viewed 

online: 

 https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1429/direct . It 

provides minimum standards for the provision of food, 

water, shelter, and goat management. If àÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÔÌÌÛɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ

standards you are committing an offence under the Animal 

Welfare Act and are liable for prosecution.  

 

The NZAGA encourage owners of Arapawa goats to not only 

meet their obligations  to the goats in their care, but to exceed 

them. This book is written  to support you in this endeavour.  

 

 

Hints will be highlighted throughout, e.g.: 

 
  

Before you acquire an Arapawa goat, ask other Arapawa goat 
owners (via Facebook: NZ Arapawa Goat Association) to 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ŀ ΨƎƻŀǘ-ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΩ ǾŜǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ area. 
 
Goats need goats! They are social, herd animals that should not 
ƭƛǾŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜΤ ƎŜǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻΗ 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1429/direct
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Brief History  
 

There is a popular urban legend of the 19th 

and 20th centuries that English goats 

released in Queen Charlotte Sounds during 

Captain CÖÖÒɀÚɯ ÝÖàÈÎÌs survived and 

multiplied.  Th e myth claims the feral goats 

on Arapawa  (Arapaoa) Island are the final 

remnants of a now extinct breed: the Old 

English goat.  

 

3ÏÌɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯȿÞÖÙÛÏÐÕÌÚÚɀɯÖÍɯ

the Arapawa goats to remain on Arapaoa 

Island has long polarized New Zealanders, 

the goats greatest advocate being Betty 

Rowe who resided on the island.   

 

In 2007, DNA analysis of the Arapawa 

goats was undertaken by an American 

Professor of Pathology and Genetics.  The 

results determined the Arapawa goats to 

be a unique breed rather than a hybrid of 

another modern breed. The American 

Livestock Conservancy has since 

acknowledged them as one of the rarest 

goat breeds in the world.   

 

In 2018, DNA evidence, based on a 

collaborative world -wide study by leading 

geneticists, clarified the lineage of New 

9ÌÈÓÈÕËɀÚɯ ÏÐÎÏÓàɯ ËÐÝÌÙÚÌȮɯ ÜÕÐØÜÌɯ ÈÕËɯ

critically endangered Arapawa goat . 

Genetically they are predominantly linked 

to an unidentified indigenous South 

African bre ed with an early cross-bred 

origin. Further DNA evidence connected 

ÛÏÌɯ ÙÈ×ÈÞÈɯÎÖÈÛÚɀɯ×ÈÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÓÐÕÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

Canary Islands.  This supports the historic 

ÌÝÐËÌÕÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯ ÙÈ×ÈÞÈɯÎÖÈÛÚɯÈÙÌɯ

direct descendants of those introduced into 

New Zealand by Captai n Cook; Cook 

picked up goats from Tenerife (in the 

Canary Islands) and Cape Town on his 

final voyage. Genetically isolated for 

centuries, the goats adapted into what is 

now the New Zealand Arapawa goat . 

 

Home page, arapawagoats.com: 
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Arapawa Island Goats  
The Arapawa goats take their name from the island they originated from: Arapaoa Island, 

formerly known as Arapawa Island. (The spelling of Arapawa Island changed in 2014 to reflect 

Maori pronunciation. The goats have retained their name: Arapawa goats). Ar apaoa Island is 

the thirteenth largest island in Aotearoa/New Zealand and is located in the Marlborough 

Sounds, at the north east tip of the South Island. Queen Charlotte Sound defines its western 

side, Cooks Strait is to the north, to the south lies Tory Channel. The island has a land area of 

75 km2 (29 square miles). When sailing on a ferry from Wellington to Picton, you sail past 

Arapaoa Island on your starboard (right) side for about 20 minutes. Rarely do you see 

Arapawa goats on this part of the island . The majority of feral herds are on the western side 

and in the vicinity of East Bay.  
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Preparing for your Arapawa goats  
 

 

 

 

Paddocks 
 

Unlike the goats on Arap aoa Island, Arapawa goats in domestication do not require a lot of 

land to roam over . Too large a paddock can mean your goats keep their distance from you 

and never get used to people, or being handled. What they do need is enough space to 

exercise and reduce the ingestion of worms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pasture needs to be a minimum of 6cm ς 10cm in length to minimise worm ingestion 
 

Where to start  

Assuming you know nothing about goats, 

the place to start is to decide the quantity, 

gender and approximate age of the 

Arapawa goats you are bringing home. 

Contact a breeder (via the NZ Arapawa 

Goat facebook page, arapawagoats.com or 

rarebreed.co.nz websites) to see what is 

available. 

What you need 

While you are waiting for your goats, 

prepare their environment with  

suitable ȱ 

Paddocks 

Fences  

Shelter  

Gates 

Handling yard  

 

 

 For the beginning goat owner, the ideal starters are two young kids. Consider a doeling and a 
wether (castrated male) as her companion. 

 

As a rule of thumb, allow 4 to 6 goats to 

the acre.   

 

A one acre paddock, divided into four 

smaller paddocks, enables rotational 

browsing.  

 

(Íɯ àÖÜɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯwant to spend weekends 

mowing lawns, p ut a couple of calves, 

horses or steers into the paddocks after 

the goats to clean up the grass and 

discarded hay. 
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Fences 

 

#.-ɀ3 

 

DO  

Use Barbed ÞÐÙÌɯÖÙɯȿÚ×ÐÒÌËɀɯ×ÈÓÐÕÎ 

Put diagonal stays on your strainer posts 

Have netting -type fencing 

Put up a fence under 4 feet 

Use tape or flexible fence wiring  

Avoid short Warratah  fences!   

Use galvanised steel electric fencing  

Chain/woven  link  - 4 inches or less 

A fence over 4 feet 

Place corner posts outside the enclosure 

Put the latch on the outside 

Keep the wires tight  

Allow 3 -4 metres between posts 

Use spring loaded latches  

 

Some Examples 

 

 

 

 

 

This started with a 

standard 4 foot 9-wire 

fence. An extension 

wire was added 200 

mms above the 

normal fence height 

(extension is 

supported on posts 

not the battens). 
 

Arapawa goats are great escape artists and require good fencing to 

keep them contained and safe.   

 

Three things to remember when fencing: 

 

Goats can climb! 

They look for ways to escape 

Their horns get tangled in mesh! 

 

 

 

To ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŜƴŎŜΣ ǎŎǊŜǿ ǿŀǊǊŀǘŀƘΩǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
run extra wires (electric or standard) between the extension posts. 
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Use horizontal strainer posts (not 

diagonal). Then extend the top 

wire to prevent the goats jumping 

onto the horizontal stay between 

the strainer posts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add electrified outriggers to the 

top of your fence to help contain 

the goats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For kids, use a standard 9-wire 

fence with the bottom 2 wires 

being 100 mms apart, gradually 

increasing up to 200 mms at the 

top 2 wires. 

 

Add a hotwire 150 mms above 

ground level.  Fit it with a cut -out 

switch . Turn off th e electric wire 

once the kids are trained. 

Gaps in the fence need to be small 
so goats do not get their heads or 
legs trapped. 

 

A 5-wire electric fence will also 
keep your goats in. 
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When fencing steep hillsides, use a Dual 
Warratah fence post system to deter 
goats jumping fences from higher ground.  
Place one 1.8m post in vertically as you 
would normally so that 1.2m is above 
ground.  Add a 2.6 or 2.8m Warratah 
placed at an angle as per photo and wire 
them together where they join to attach 
them together with wire.   
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Shelters 
 

Arapawa goats are susceptible to rain, cold, wind and extreme heat.  Easily accessible and 

appropriate shelter is not only a necessity, it is the law. Owners that do not provide shelter 

are at risk of prosecution.  General guidelines for an effective shelter: 

 

Allow minimum of 

1.52 metres for each 

goat 

 

Minimum height 1.2 

metres  

 

layer of straw, sand, 

untreated sawdust  or 

wood shavings 

Easily accessible for 

cleaning 

Avoid metal shelters 

(too cold in winter; too 

hot in summer  

Dividers for large 

shelters housing a 

number of goats 

 

Partial or full front 

wall  is desirable 

Faces away from the 

prevailing wind  

Use the contour of your land. Ideally, Shelters should be 

on an elevated area so any rain can drain away.  If a 

shelter is on sloping land, dig a drain around the outside 

to direct water from flowing inside  

 

Allow extra shelters so that goats at 

the bottom of the hierarchy can get 

out of the elements and away from 

bullies 

Shelters built off the ground (on piles/stumps) prevent rising damp in winter and  allow  natural 

air circulation in summer.  To prevent rising damp, cut a small piece of lino or floor tile and  place 

between top of pile/stump and f loor joists 

 

 

Flooring  

Something that can be cleaned, e.g. stable floor rubber matting, concrete, bricks, wood or 

tarp. Scatter straw over top (straw does not absorb moisture so goats have dry (if not clean!) 

bedding.  A lternative ly  (used in some pet zoos) put dry sand or untreated bark chips on the 

floor and rake it out periodically.   

 

  

 

Untreated pallets make ideal flooring, providing the gaps are filled with slats so hooves 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ 
 
If a goat house has a wooden floor, ensure the floor is angled (rough guide 3-4cm pitch) 
so that any rain that enters the shelter can run out the doorway  
 
Suppliers of stable floor rubber matting (also called stall barn mats) can be located using 
google and Trade Me 

 



12 
 

 
Photographs supplied by: A Sutherland, L Thomas, M & K Scattergood, C Mander, M Trotter 
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Shelter and goat 

multi -level 

playground all 

in one. 

Separate huts & 

partitions 

reduces bullying  
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North -facing shelter, with sloping roof awning to allow water to run off.  Awning 

provides extra protection for the goat to get out of wind and rain, especially in storms.  

 

 ÞÕÐÕÎɯÚÐËÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÐÊÒɯ×ÓÈÚÛÐÊɯÈÚɯȿÞÐÕËÖÞÚɀɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÞÐÕËɯÈÕËɯÙÈÐÕɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ

ÞÏÐÓÚÛɯÕÖÛɯÐÔ×ÈÐÙÐÕÎɯÝÐÚÐÖÕɯȹÎÖÈÛÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÞÏÈÛɯȿËÈÕÎÌÙÚɀɯÊÖÜÓËɯ

be lurking ɬ prey instinct ).  

Himalayan pink salt rock 
with rope replaced by old 
nylon collar 

Hay rack (Kmart wire 
laundry basket) off the 
ground 

Lead to tie up for 
feeding  

Old bucket (with brick 
inside to stop tip overs) 
stainless feed bowl sits 
inside. 
 

Brush to clean 
house daily. 

 

Easy clean 
rubber floor 

Fresh straw for 
bedding 

Extra hook has 
multi uses 

Litt-lix Mineral 
block in holder 
 

Rubber or closed cell (non-absorbing) foam floor mats are ideal for older goats to provide 
more comfort and an insulated surface to lie on when they become arthritic and helps with 
warmth. 
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Gates 
 

Goats are escape artists. Standard farm gates will not keep them in; they will use the 

horizontal bars like a ladder to climb out. However, if you do have existing gates that are 

standard height, they can be made goat proof by stretching an electrified bungy wire across 

the top, or adding an extra bar to increase the height 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handling yard  
 

  

 
Put your gates in the corner; it is easier to herd the goats towards them. 

 

When setting up new 

paddocks and gateways for 

your goats, consider 

ÐÕÚÛÈÓÓÐÕÎɯȿ)ÈÐÓÌÙɯȿÎÈÛÌÚɯ

instead of the standard grid 

bar gates. 

You will need a small yard 

or holding pen to handle 

your goat. It will need to be 

at least 4 feet high .  

 

Set gates up as temporary 

holding pens.  Simply 

entice the goat into a corner 

with animal nuts, then close 

the gate/s to hold the 

animal secure. 
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 What and how to feed  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When storing small bales of hay  

DO  #.-ɀ3  
Store hay when it is dry  Store when the hay is wet or  when it  is 

raining outside  

 

Store under cover, where there are no leaks 

and where there is good ventilation  

 

Store on soil, concrete or old bales of hay 

(moisture rises through these) 

Off the ground ( on untreated pallets, fence 

posts or rows of old tyres are ideal) 

 

Close to a direct heat source, chemicals 

and/or machinery  

Allow clear space at the top and sides for 

air movement  

Feed mouldy or dusty hay to your goats  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀȅΦ Dƻŀǘǎ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǊǘȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ have soiled, been 
in contact with, or walked on. 

 

Goats are not sheep; they do not mow your lawns. This is because goats are 

predominantly browsers rather than grazers. Your goat will prefer to feed off trees, 

shrubs, bush and weeds (i.e. forage) rather than pasture. In domestication, the Arapawa 

goat should have access to pasture and forage, with the bulk of their food (at least 50%) 

being good quality hay  (especially alfalfa hay and whole herbs).  

 

Feral goats forage all day long. Goats in domestication should be fed twice a day (once a 

day if they have access to pasture and forage). As a guide, allow 1 biscuit of hay per day 

per goat (the average biscuit of hay weighs 2 kgs).   

Feed older bales first; check it is not mouldy before feeding out. 
Protect your back: Use a sack barrow for lugging bales of hay. 

Set mouse traps where your hay is stored. 
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Feeders 
 

When feeding your goats, NEVER feed them off the 

ground . Separate your animals and have sufficient 

containers and space between them at feeding time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

#.-ɀ3 use feeders 

with  wide horizontal 

bars. Kids get in and soil 

the hay. Does get their 

horns stuck and become 

the target of bullies . 
 

Put out at least one more container than there are 
goats in the paddock 

 

Simple kitchen 

items work  
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  Hanging hay feeders, 

such as those supplied 

by Wilco Engineering  

(advertised on Trade 

Me) are ideal. There is 

little spillage and hay is 

protected from light 

rain. 

Be inventive with 

what you have . 

Never place hayracks 
where a goat can be 
cornered.  
 
Use metal hayracks 
not hay nets (goats 
become tangled in 
nets). 
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Water  
 

 

 

 

  

 

If �’�•���œ�1�—�˜�•�1�•�˜�˜�•�1�Ž�—�˜�ž�•�‘�1�•�˜�›�1�¢�˜�ž�1�•�˜�1�•�›�’�—�”�ð�1�’�•���œ�1�—�˜�•�1�•�˜�˜�•�1�Ž�—�˜�ž�•�‘�1�•�˜�›�1�•�‘�Ž�1�•�˜�Š�•�œ�÷ 

 

�x Fresh, clean water should be available to your goats at all times 

�x /ÓÈÊÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕÌÙÚɯÚÖɯÎÖÈÛÚɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÊÒɯÛÏÌÔɯÖÝÌÙȮɯËÌÍÌÊÈÛÌɯÖÙɯÜÙÐÕÈÛÌɯ
in them 

�x Black rubber dishes are ideal; easy to wash when they get soiled 

Troughs 

Deep troughs are a danger to young kids. Make sure they are low enough so a 

kid can get out if they fall in. Alternatively, put a cover over the trough and 

provide an opening so the goats can access the water but not fall in or pollute it.  

 

Always check water troughs daily to make sure it is clean and safe for them to 

drink.  

Put a piece of wood across the water trough so any bees that fall into the 
water can climb onto the wood and save themselves. 


